Apply now for Delaware state
forest turkey permit

DOVER — The Delaware Forest Service (DFS) 1is accepting
applications for its lottery to award state forest permits for
the 2020 turkey hunting season, which begins April 11, 2020
and ends on May 9, 2020. A special one-day hunt for youth and
non-ambulatory disabled hunters occurs on April 4,
2020. No Sunday hunting is allowed. State forest turkey
permits are issued for one of four season segments: A
(4/11-4/17), B (4/18-4/24), C (4/25-5/1), or D (5/2-5/9).
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Blackbird State Forest in Smyrna is one
of the three state forests where hunters
can apply for a 2020 spring turkey
permit.
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The 2020 Delaware State Forest Turkey Hunting Permit

Application is now online.

Completed applications must be received by January 10, 2020
at:

Delaware Forest Service Turkey Permit Application
2320 S. DuPont Hwy, Dover, DE 19901

Turkey hunters can request a permit for either Blackbird State
Forest, Taber State Forest, or Redden State Forest and also
indicate their request for preferred weeks and locations. All
hunters are required to complete a turkey hunting safety
education course. Failure to check the box on the form
indicating completion of an approved course will disqualify
the application.

The Delaware Forest Service began issuing its own separate
permits for state forests in 2019. The change now provides
hunters with up to two weeks of permitted turkey hunting:
either at a DNREC Wildlife Area or a Delaware State Forest.
State forest hunting is still free to the public and requires
no separate usage fees. The DFS receives no funding from
income generated by hunting license and registration fees.
Even though the Delaware Forest Service is issuing its own
permits, all current turkey hunting license and registration
requirements remain in effect: harvested wild turkeys must
still be registered through the state turkey hunting check
stations.

“The Delaware Forest Service’s goal is to continue enhancing
the quality of turkey hunting opportunities on state forest
lands. Hunters that turned in their turkey logs this past
season provided us with valuable information that helped us
monitor populations throughout the remainder of the year,”
said Kyle Hoyd, assistant state forester. “We are also
targeting areas to implement forest and wildlife management
techniques that will provide the much needed habitat turkeys
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require to survive. This will help us improve the quality of
turkey hunting at our state forests,” said Hoyd.

In addition, the DFS will use a system that allows hunters to
call in if they no longer need their permit so it can be
reassigned to another individual on the waiting list. This was
developed in response to a lack of hunters during previous
seasons. The DFS will also provide hunters with a survey card
they will need to fill out to apply the following year that
includes questions on how many turkeys they saw, days hunted,
and on which tracts they hunted.



